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09/919.444 
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July 31,2001 



First Named Inventor 
Stultz, Paul Dennis et al. 



Art Unit 
2137 



Examiner 

Pyzocha, Michael J. 



Applicant requests review of the final rejection in the above-identified application. No amendments are being filed 
with this request. 



This request is being filed with a notice of appeal. 



The review is requested for the reason(s) stated on the attached sheet(s). 
Note: No more than five (5) pages may be provided. 
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Group Art Unit: 2137 



Examiner: Pyzocha, Michael J. 



PRE-APPEAL BRIEF REQUEST FOR REVIEW 



Mail Stop AF 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Responsive to the Final Office Action dated March 2, 2006, please consider the following 
remarks in connection with the pre-appeal brief request for review. Review of the final rejection 
is requested for the following reasons: 

1. The Rejection of Claims 1,12 and 23, and their respective dependent claims, is not 
supported by a prima facie case of obviousness for Claims 1, 12 and 23. 

Claims 1, 3-12, 14-24, 26-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over NEC and in view of Microsoft Computer Dictionary (Third Edition, 1997) (hereinafter 
Microsoft), further in view of Hobson et al (US 6065067) and further in view of Willner et al 
(US 6064666). A prima facie case of obviousness is missing, however, because there is no 
support for an obviousness rejection of the claimed subject matter as a whole and because the 
references fail to disclose each element of the claims or suggest the missing elements. 

The rejection states that "the modified NEC and Microsoft system fails to disclose in 
response to a password entry, the processor ignores an input other than the pre-selected input 
characteristic if the password is not entered within a pre-specified time period after the prompt; 
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and the password is entered within the pre-specified time period, but there is no match with the 
stored password." 

The rejection further states that "however, Hobson et al. teaches restarting the computer 
when an incorrect BIOS password is entered (see column 3 lines 14-26); and Willner et al 
teaches performing the same action when either an incorrect password is entered or a timeout 
has occurred (see column 12 lines 9-13). At the time of the invention it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to restart the modified NEC and Microsoft system 
if an incorrect password is entered or a timeout occurs." 

The invention specifically claims comparing a first input to a pre-selected input 
characteristic, ignoring an input during a power-on self test procedure unless the first input 
matches the pre-selected input characteristic and prompting a user to enter a password when 
the first input matches the pre-selected input characteristic. 

In response to a password entry, the following is claimed: 

1 . The processor ignores an input other than the pre-selected input characteristic if: 

a) the password is not entered within a pre-specified time period after the 

prompt; and 

b) the password is entered within the pre-specified time period, but there is 
no match with the stored password; and 

2. The processor processes other inputs in addition to the pre-selected input 
characteristic if: 

a) the password is entered within the pre-specified time period and matches 
the stored password. 
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In addition, a timeout is added to the password to provide an environment where the 
system boot or reboot may not be halted during a POST by an unauthorized user. The present 
invention claims "instructions causing a system boot or reboot not to be halted during a POST 
procedure, by an unauthorized user, by adding a timeout to the password." 

In Hobson et al. the computer is restarted in response to an incorrect BIOS password. 
Willner et al also relates to computer restarting . Neither reference teaches not halting a boot or 
reboot in progress during a POST procedure, as claimed, by adding a timeout for this purpose. 

Therefore, there is no support for an obviousness rejection of the claimed subject matter 
as a whole because the references fail to disclose each element or suggest the missing 
elements. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Jam^ R. Bell 
Registration No. 26,528 



Dated: S^^^'O^ 



HAYNES AND BOONE, LLP 
901 Main Street, Suite 3100 
Dallas, Texas 75202-3789 
Telephone: 512/867-8407 
Facsimile: 214/200-0853 
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with the United States Postal Service as first class nnail in an 
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Patents. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



ipdocketing@haynesboone.com 



Date 




Krista Myrick 
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